
Your Comprehensive
Public Works Resource

AM ER ICA N P U B LI C WO RKS ASSOCI ATIO N

July 13,2018

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary-Office of the Secretary
FCC Headquarters
445 l2th Street, SW, Room TW-A325
Washington,DC 20554

Reeeivecj & lnspecreei

JUL 1 7 ?,Afi

ww.apwa.net

1200 Main Street, Suite 1400
Kansas City, MO 64105-2100
816-472-6100 800-848-APWA
fax 816-472-1610

1275 K Street NW, Suite 750
washington, DC 20005-4083
202-408-9541
fax 202-408-9542

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT

Willian B. (Bo) Miils, .1r., PWLF

Germantown, TN

PRESIDENT_ELECT

lill L4. Marilley, PE., PWLF

Bellevue, WA

PAST PRESIDENT

Ronald J. Calkins, PE., PWLF

Ventura, CA

DIRECTOR, REGION I

W. Gary Losier, PEng

Quispamsis, NB

DIREOOR, REGION II

Charles (Charlie) Jones, PE., PWLF

Wyomissing, PA

DIREOOR, REGION III

B. Keih Pugh, PE., PWLF

High Point, NC

DIRECTOR, REGION IV
Douglas E. Latton, PE., PWLF

Jacksonville, FL

DIRECTOR, REGION V

Richard T (Rich) Berning, PE.

Springfield, lL

DIREOOR, REGION VI

Chuck Wiliams, PWLF

Lenexa, KS

DIRECTOR, REGION Vil
Maher Hazine, PE., PWLF

Pine, AZ

DIREOOR, REGION VIII

Shahnawaz Ahmad. PE., PWLF

Arcadia, CA

DIREOOR, REGION IX
Dan ). Haftman, PWLF

Golden, CO

ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY

David L. Lawry, PE.

Schaumburg, lL

E N V I RO N M E NTAL M AN AG E M E NT
Willian E. (Biil) Spearman lll, PE.

Saluda, SC

FLEET AND FACILITIES MANAGEAIENf
Mary Joyce lvers, CPFE PWLF

Ventura, CA

LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT
Stan Brcwn, PE., PWL.
Oakwood, GA

TRANSPORTATION

Kathleen B. Davis

Olympia, WA

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

i] ,i,.,r'llT r[-[ cnPY ORlGNroc 
fi4ailroont

P.e: PS Docket No. 11-50-Netu'ork R.esilienc;- Cooperative Frame'riork and study on
public access to 911 services during emergencies;

ATTN:Ms. Dortch

On behalf of the more than 30,000 members of the American Public Works
Association (APWA), we appreciate the opportunity to submit comments to the
Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Public Safety and Homeland Security
Bureau (PSHSB) on the Network Resiliency Cooperative Framework. APWA
includes not only personnel from local, county, state/province, and federal agencies,
but also private sector personnel. Public woiks agencies depend on a reliable
interoperable emergency communications system that connects them to other
responders, including law enforcement, fire, emergency medical professionals, and
other public works agencies during response and recovery operations.

Our members take this responsibility very seriously and are constantly looking for
avenues to submit constructive input as to how our emergency communications can
be improved at the looal, state, and federal levels. In an emergency situation public
works professionals are often the first to arrive and the last to leave.

Disasters, either man-made or natural, regularly require a public work presence on
the scene of an emergency or at a minimum, require public works personnel are in
constant communication wrth other first responders to coordinate the removal of
debris, maintaining power and transportation of equipment.

As you know, first responders rely on effective communications during emergency
situations. APWA has likewise placed a major emphasis on emergency management
as highlighted in our Emergency Management Public Policy Prionity document for
the 115ft Session of Congress (attached), which includes ensuring communications
support across sectors and platforms.

With respect to the NRCF, reliable communication systems are certainly very
important. As, you are aware, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has
recognized the role of public works as first responders, as such, public works
professionals depend on the NRCF and reliable access to 9l I services during
disasters. When collecting data and revising standards for the NRCF and 9l I
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services, we would advocate strongly that public works professionals be consulted
and included with all first responders when seeking input on federal policies that
impact emergency communications.

Like other first responders during the 2017 hurricane and wildfire season, public
works professionals in many cases were called upon to be the first on the scene and
likewise the last to depart following the disaster. From start to finish of these
disasters, public works professionals were counted on to maintain constant
communication with other first responders.

APWA looks forward to continuing to work with the FCC and the PSHSB to share
information with our membership as well as provide comments on proposed federal
regulation and rulemaking. Our members pride themselves on being committed to
public service by profession and being a resource for federal initiatives isjust
another way we work to protect our communities. If APWA may be of further
assistance, please contact I\{arf \r,/illiams, APWA Govei'nrnent Affairs },{anager, at
mwilliams@apwa.net or 202-218 -67 32.

Thank you for your time and consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Scott D. Grayson
Executive Director
American Public Works Association


